[image: page1image34785104]								March 2022


I had been a primary school teacher for 16 years when at the end of December 2020, we moved our family here to Bermondsey, to take up the post of Baptist ministers at Haddon Hall Baptist Church on Tower Bridge Road.  Only a few days later the country went into its second lockdown. Although locked down we were all still able to walk with one other person, and so we spent the next few months walking and talking with people in and around Bermondsey.

It did not take long to come across references to Ada and Alfred Salter, from their statues down by the river, to the garden at Southwark Park and the plaque in Bermondsey Station, amongst many others. Being people of faith we were inspired by their faith and how they put that faith into action in the way they lived and worked on behalf of the people of Bermondsey, over 100 years ago.

Connections were made with those pioneering the Salter Centenary celebrations and a vision to write some lesson plans for primary schools, to use as part of the local history aspect of the National Curriculum, was birthed.

These plans are the result of that vision and we offer them to you to use as you see fit.

The plans have been put together by myself and Sarah Mason (currently a teacher at Riverside Primary School).  Not being historians ourselves we had some guidance from Sheila (Salter Centenary) and Graham Taylor (author of ‘Ada Salter Pioneer of Ethical Socialism’).

Although targeted at Years 5 and 6 we feel, that with some minor tweaks, the plans could also be used for Years 3 and 4.  The plans are structured to be taught over three lessons. However, please use them in whatever way suits you and your class. You can pick and choose from the activities and suggestions and make the series of lessons longer or shorter, you can decide to use some or all of the activities or use them as a starting point for your own series of lessons.  The lessons begin with a trip to the Salter statues (Dr Salter’s Daydream) down by the river, near Bermondsey Wall East.  We have included pre-made enquiry sheets for the trip, with embedded QR codes, PowerPoint presentations for use back in the classroom, background information sheets, Diamond cards for sorting and discussion on a Diamond card grid, a source pack of photos and some suggestions for follow-up cross-curricular ideas.  We are sure the lessons could always be improved and developed but we offer them as a free resource, which hopefully takes out some of the lesson planning time for you as teachers.  Forgive us for any errors, but also it would be great to hear how useful they have been, if you end up using them.

2022 is the centenary year when Ada Salter became the first woman mayor of Bermondsey and there is reference to lesson outcomes using the centenary as their prompt.  However, in future years, the lesson plans are just as applicable to a local history study by leaving out the centenary emphasis and focussing instead on the lives and achievements of the Salters.

We hope that the children of Bermondsey will be as inspired by the lives of the Salters as we have been.

With our very best wishes

Karen Metcalf					Sarah Mason
Minister Haddon Hall Baptist Church	                Classroom teacher at Riverside Primary School
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