Diamond 9 Activity
When Ada arrived in Bermondsey she insisted on living in the slums, among the poor.  

She fought to clear the slums and had one replaced with a garden village, rather than high-rise blocks.

Wilson Grove houses are built on her design.
Ada launched the Beautification Committee. 

9000 trees were planted across Bermondsey over 10 years.

Decorated buildings with window-boxes.

Filled all open spaces with flowers, some 60,000 plants.

The Salters opened the Co-operative Bakery. 

Alfred was keen to help people see the link between cheap, healthy food and health.

Ada was Chair of the Bakery.

They brought fruit and vegetables from Kent and baked bread in the bakery – by 1924 there were 100 staff baking 94,000 loaves a week.
In 1926 Alfred built a solarium to treat tuberculosis (TB).



The solarium was a radical treatment for TB as the lights had the same beneficial health effect as sunshine.
Ada responded to the recognition that many slum children did not know how to ‘play.’ 

She built playgrounds and recreation grounds for people to have access to sports such as cricket and football.

Set up music and dance clubs, concerts and competitions.


Alfred chose to turn his back on a successful career as a medical consultant.

In 1936 he set up London’s first public health centre in Grange Road bringing all services under one roof: dental clinics, foot clinics, ante-natal and child welfare. 

His GP practice provided free health care for those who could not afford it – 20 years before the creation of the NHS.



























In 1922 Ada became the first woman mayor in London

She refused all robes and mayoral insignia

Becoming mayor enabled her to make changes that she wanted to make to improve people’s lives in Bermondsey.




Ada organised trips to the seaside and countryside to children who had never been outside of Bermondsey









Ada fought for women’s rights at work.

In the Bermondsey uprising of 1911 
14,000 women walked out on strike in protest against terrible working conditions

They won
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